Amateur-Built Repairman Limitations and Privileges Questions

What Regulations and Orders support the answers?

1. Can anyone perform maintenance on an Amateur-Built aircraft?

Answer: Yes, CFR part 43 does not apply.

2. Can an Amateur-Built aircraft owner perform maintenance on the powerplant (type certificated product) installed on his Amateur aircraft beyond preventive maintenance?

Answer:  Yes, they are required to document all maintenance in the aircraft records.

3. Can an Amateur-Built aircraft owner perform maintenance on the propeller (type certificated product) installed on his Amateur aircraft beyond preventive maintenance?

Answer:  Yes, they are required to document all maintenance in the aircraft records.

4. Can an Amateur-Built aircraft owner overhaul the engine and propeller and is a maintenance record required if it is a type-certificated product?

Answer:
5. Because 14 CFR part 43 does not apply to aircraft certified under the experimental category then do AD’s apply to Amateur-Built aircraft?

Answer: Yes. Regardless of the "caveat" where CFR 43.1, applicability, clearly states that this (part 43) does not apply to aircraft which fall under the experimental airworthiness category.the intent of the exclusion of experimental aircraft.was with regards to the actual aircraft assembly, building, component, hardware installation, component replacement, e.g., engine changes, propeller changes, rivet installation, fabric coverings, rigging, and daily upkeep of the aircraft.

Remember, the eight experimental certification basis' are INTENDED for aircraft operations in which the aircraft DOES NOT have a FAA-approved type design and/or the aircraft is not operated, inspected or maintained to approved or acceptable manufacturer instructions for continued airworthiness, or in some cases, NOT maintained in accordance with the approved type design for THAT product.  Typically, operating limitations contain strong focused convictions providing flight restrictions in the interest of safety for the operator AND all persons on the ground as well.  Operations are restricted to uncongested, non-populated areas such as away from schools, rural housing areas, shopping centers, hospitals, airports, etc.  Whenever practical, the person issuing operating limitations will usually assign aircraft certificated under the experimental category flight areas over unrestricted water (non MOA's) to meet this safety element. 

Person’s owning/operating aircraft that are certified under the experimental category, (Special Airworthiness Certificate, FAA Form 8130-7) are issued Operating Limitations by the FSDO or designee having geographical responsibility for where the aircraft is based/operated.  The FAA FSDO or designee specifically lists who is approved to conduct condition inspections on each aircraft.  The authority (limitation #26) to conduct condition inspections DOES NOT INCLUDE the authority to sign-off AD's.
Another regulatory reference mandating that ONLY appropriately certificated persons complete the requirements set forth in AD's is CFR part 91, 91.403, General:

(a) The owner or operator of an aircraft is primarily responsible for maintaining that aircraft in an airworthy condition, including compliance with part 39 of this chapter.

(b) No person may perform maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alterations on an aircraft other than as prescribed in this subpart and other applicable regulations, including part 43 of this chapter.

The repairman’s' certificate, as issued, is intended ONLY to authorize the sign off of the annual condition inspection. (See AC 65-23A, page 2, paragraph 7, titled Privileges and Limitations.  Holders may perform "condition inspections" on specific aircraft.  The CFR reference is 65.104(b), which says:  The holder of a repairman's certificate (experimental aircraft builder) may perform condition inspections on the aircraft constructed by the holder in accordance with the operating limitations of that aircraft. (See the FAA's amateur-built aircraft Web Site for additional information)  The repairman certificate is a specific (applicable to ONE specific INDIVIDUAL aircraft) and limited privilege.

6. Once a certified engine is placed on an amateur-built aircraft and is operated, does it still conform to its type design?

Answer:
7. If the answer to question six is No does this means that the engine can no longer be placed on any aircraft other than an amateur-built?

Answer:
8. Can an Amateur-built owner remove the data tag from the engine or propeller and not perform any AD’s?

Answer:  No.  Order 8130.2d para 18 each aircraft presented for airworthiness certification must meet the requirements of FAR 21.182.

a. Each aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, propeller blade, and propeller hub manufactured under a TC or PC must be identified with the information specified in FAR 45.13.

9. Can Amateur-built owner install better parts on their aircraft after receiving their Ops Limitations?

Answer:
10. Does Amateur-built owner have to notify the FAA if an alteration is made to their aircraft?

Answer:  Yes.  Order 8130.2d Section 7.  It may change the Operations and Limitations.  After incorporating a major change as described in CFR 21.93, the aircraft owner is required to re-establish compliance with CFR91.319 (b).  All operations will be conducted VFR, day only, in a sparsely populated area.  The aircraft must remain in flight test for a minimum of 5 hours.  Person’s non-essential to the flight shall not be carried.  The aircraft owner shall make a detailed logbook entry describing the change prior to the test flight.  Following satisfactory completion of the required number of flight hours in the flight test area, the pilot shall certify in the records that the aircraft has been shown to comply with CFR 91.319(b).  Compliance with CFR91.319 (b) shall be recorded in the aircraft records

11. Does Amateur-built owner have to notify the FAA if a major repair is made to their aircraft?

Answer:  No.  There is no CFR requirement.

12. Should new Operation Limitations be issues if a major alteration or repair is performed?

Answer:  Yes.  Order 8130.2d Section 7.  It may change the Operations and Limitations

13. Can enforcement action against the repairman be considered if the aircraft is maintained in a manner contrary to the maintenance requirements contained in its operating limitations?

Answer:  Yes. Order 8130.2d Section 7.  If the Operation Limitation section is not followed.

